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INTRODUCTION    
  
We initially heard from the community in 2024 when Council sought feedback on ideas to 

support quality housing development in the District Plan. Since then, Invercargill City 

Council has developed a Preferred Approach to inform the upcoming Proposed Housing 

and Code of Practice Plan Change.  

 

The Plan Change aims to: 

- Enable greater density and diversity of housing choice in the Residential 1 and 1A 

Zones in Invercargill; 

- Promote well-designed housing to provide better social and environmental 

outcomes; 

- Enable papakāinga housing and associated activities in the District; and 

- Implement and decouple the Code of Practice for Land Development and 

Subdivision Infrastructure from the District Plan. 

 

Public engagement on the Preferred Approach has recently closed, and this document 

provides a brief summary of the feedback received to inform the development of the Plan 

Change.  

 

 
 

 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?  

 

The Plan Change is now being prepared, and the community will have another opportunity to 

have their say by making a formal submission in October this year.  

 

  



 

ENGAGEMENT APPROACH  
 

Community and stakeholder engagement on the Preferred Approach was open for four 

weeks from 13 May to 6 June 2025. During this time, we:  

• Wrote to over 100 different stakeholders, organisations, groups, and individuals with 

an interest in the Plan Change to let them know about the Preferred Approach, how 

they can have their say, and next steps in the process;  

• Held drop-in events at the Farmers Market and The Pantry – where the community 

could stop in to ask questions and provide their feedback;  

• Advertised opportunities for the public to have their say through social media 

channels;  

• Held a practitioners event where we presented the Preferred Approach to local 

planners, surveyors, drafters, designers and architects for their feedback;  

• Sought public feedback through an online and paper copy survey, with 29 responses 

received;  

• Continued to partner with Te Ao Mārama on the Preferred Approach to papakāinga; 

and 

• Met directly with a number of different stakeholders; including:  

o Te Puni Kokiri; 

o Southland District Council; 

o Great South; 

o Te Whata Ora; and 

o Kainga Ora. 

Appendix A includes a record to the survey responses we received over this time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





 

provided, and that more research was needed to understand the changes.  

 

FEEDBACK ON THE PREFERRED APPROACH TO PAPAKĀINGA 
 

Most participants did not comment, and approximately half of those who responded were 

generally supportive of the Preferred Approach, with a few examples of feedback provided 

below:  

...in favour of Māori being able to follow tikanga… 

…important to provide for this… 

...appropriate that you are consulting with māori to make sure their needs are met… 

The rest of the feedback received regarding better enabling papakāinga in the District Plan was 

mixed. Some felt it was not their place to provide feedback, others sought to better understand 

what was proposed and why it was needed, and some feedback was not supportive of the 

proposal. 

 

FEEDBACK ON THE PREFERRED APPROACH TO THE CODE OF PRACTICE FOR LAND 

DEVELOPMENT AND SUBDIVISION INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

Most participants did not comment, and most of the feedback that was received related to 

broader comments regarding subdivision, density, and requests to rezone other areas. 

Feedback that was more relevant to the question included comments that: 

- an update was ‘definitely needed’,  

- that the ‘cost of subdivision needs to be affordable’; and 

- that ensuring appropriate stormwater management in new developments is important 

as hard stand areas will increase.  

 

OTHER FEEDBACK RECEIVED  
 

The last survey question asked participants for any other feedback they had on the Preferred 

Approach. Key themes in feedback received are summarised below:  

- Use good examples from other cities and ensure there is green space and safe play 

areas 

- More usable housing closer to the CBD is supported 

- When will other extensions to the residential boundaries be looked at? 

- The approach seems well thought out 

- An urban design guide is supported, and people should be able to provide feedback to it 

- Acknowledgement that the Resource Management Act is only one tool, and the 

importance of local projects to improve housing 

 

  
















