Summary of Engagement
The majority of those engaged with throughout the community engagement process value Donovan Park and either want it kept as is (41%) or improved (59%). 1% specifically mentioned that some of it should be sold as it was underutilised. 

It’s important to note that some of those who wanted improvements made also believed a portion could be sold for housing development without damaging the recreational and reserve use of the park.  12% mentioned that they were very opposed to any sale for housing, wanting the asset retained as a reserve for the city.    

Many of those who value Donovan Park value it as a local park for North Invercargill.  They mention that it is local to them and that they visit for example to walk their dog there or visit with elderly or disabled relatives.   

Others value it as a semi-rural green space close to the city and want its unique character retained. 12% wanted improvements specifically to benefit nature, such as native planting or improvements to the pond and trees to attract more birdlife. A number of respondents mentioned that improvements could be made to improve the cultural value of the area (1%).  

Access issues were raised by 22% of respondents.  This included improving the standard of walking tracks, improving access for people with disabilities, removing or keeping vehicle access, improving the standard of the toilets to enable more people to visit or improving safety. Some local people were concerned that more roads were needed to improve access to the area, and this should be considered more as part of urban development. 

Some neighbours specifically mentioned maintenance issues and the impact large trees were having on their property boundaries.  Many believed that the perceived low level of maintenance/ investment put people off using the park.  The ducks and geese while an attraction to some, were specifically mentioned as threatening by others.  

Others believed that while the park was good as it was, more events needed to take place to activate the park and attract people to use it.   

The majority of people valued the park for recreation reasons (58%).  A significant number of respondents noted the important role it played for equestrian eventing. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Many believed that improvements needed to be made to make it more suitable for a range of activities.  One of the most mentioned was a dog park for North Invercargill residents or a playground or other activities for children.  Also mentioned were activities like mountain biking, disk golf, golf and other sports.  

10% raised the value of the farm and believed this could be built on with improved community gardens, fruit trees and other developments with a focus on food resilience and education.  


